PART  II THE    PEOPLE
CHAPTER VII
POPULATION,   RACES AND  CASTES
INDIA is the home of about a fifth of the human race. No other part of the world except China offers such ample facilities for leading a simple and frugal life of moderate industry. The climate reduces human wants to their fewest, and the land requires little labour and a trifling outlay for the bestowal of its produce. According to the last census (of March, 1911), the population of the country is 315,132,537, of which 244,267,542 inhabit British provinces and 70,864,995 Native States, On India as a whole this population falls at the rate of 170 to the square mile, but if uninhabited wastes, hillsides and jungles are excluded, the density is far greater. Indeed, two-thirds of the population is concentrated in a quarter of the total area. The Indo-Gangetic plain is much more thickly inhabited than the peninsula. Each square mile of it contains on an average from 500 to 600 inhabitants, Over large tracts the crowding is much closer, there being 800 people to the square mile, and even more. On an average three persons live upon the proceeds of two cultivated acres; in some very congested localities two persons make shift with the proceeds of a single cultivated acre. And this, moreover, with a population wmch is almost wholly rural. There are only thirteen towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants, and their contribution is lost in the immensity of the total.
The peninsula is less crowded with humanity.    Cultivated stretches of black soil rarely support more than 200
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